Karen Friedland

The Poet

The seriously-published poet
goes on just a little too long,
and we collectively lose faith

in her vaunted words,

her “70s, New York-style ennui.

She, in turn,

feels us slipping away like the tide,
less transfixed by the minute

by the torrent of honed words

that had so recently cossetted us.

So she picks up her tempo,
and we rustle uncomfortably in our seats

craving our own worlds,
craving release.
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