Marianne Peel
Forgive Me, I Won’t Call on Sundays Anymore
I am better off calling during halftime. But I don’t
know what game you are watching. Can’t calculate
the hours lost between us. You in Mountain time.
Me in Eastern time.
You refuse to mute. Not wanting to miss
a pass. An interception. The moment
when your guy crosses the line and flings his helmet
into the air. The moment the pigskin sails through the goalpost.
To fill the silence during commercials, I tell
of the brake job at Midas. How I needed new pads and shoes.
How the car no longer pulls to the right or left after alignment.
How streaks on the windshield signal I need new blades to see in the storm.
You are my mechanic father. Grease still in the cracks
of your palms. Grease still gathered under your nails.
For years you handed the phone to mom. Afterward
she’d give you a Readers Digest version. Condensed.
Now it is just us. You pick up the phone, ask Marianne, who?
I regret dialing. Giving you the opportunity to not know who I am.
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